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CONGRESS MOVES CLOSER TO AWARDING FUNDS FOR THE EXPANSION OF FORT CLATSOP 
PORTLAND, Ore.  ~  On September 14th the U. S. Senate’s Committee on Interior Appropriations voted to grant $5 million towards land acquisition for the expansion of Fort Clatsop National Memorial.  In 2002, President Bush signed the Fort Clatsop Expansion Act that authorized the expansion of the park from 125 acres to 1,500 acres.  One of the primary justifications for the expansion is to create a 6-mile long Fort To Sea Trail that would allow people to walk from Fort Clatsop to the Pacific Ocean.  This is one of the key legacy projects of LCBO for the Bicentennial.

This funding recommendation will now go to conference committee for final action, then on to both the House and Senate for final votes on the Act.  The funding will be used to purchase land, from willing sellers only, within the expanded boundary of Fort Clatsop National Memorial in Oregon.

 “As Chair of the Lewis & Clark Bicentennial in Oregon, I’m grateful to Senators Wyden and Smith – as well as Washington’s Senators Murray and Cantwell - for their leadership in funding this Act.  The Act represents a singular opportunity to create a lasting legacy that will protect part of our heritage, promote regional economic development and enhance public access to this historic site” said State Representative Betsy Johnson.  
“This investment in Fort Clatsop is a shot in the arm to the area’s economy, and a needed boost for efforts to preserve the history of our great state,” said Senator Ron Wyden.  “Tourists and local folks alike should be able to enjoy and appreciate this significant Oregon site for many years to come.”

 “Fort Clatsop is a valuable asset to Oregon, not only for its historical significance but also for the tourism it attracts,” said Smith.  “These funds will go a long way toward bolstering the local economy and preserving an important element of Oregon’s past.”

 “I am very pleased that the Senate Appropriations Committee responded to the call of the Northwest Congressional delegation and committed $5 million to expand Fort Clatsop,” said Congressman David Wu.  “The expansion of Fort Clatsop will create an international tourist destination leading to new investment, economic development, and job creation throughout northwest Oregon and southwest Washington.”  
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